
February 7, 2021  

Questions received from residents regarding the potential closure of Reid 
Hillview Airport and expansion of the San Martin Airport. 

 

1. If Reid Hillview Airport were to close and air traffic is diverted to San Martin what 
increase in plane take-offs and landings would we see? 

 
Unknown currently.  If RHV were to close, it is expected that demand for 
aircraft storage would increase at other nearby airports, including San 
Martin, based on the different airports’ location, activity level, availability of 
services.  

 
1a.  Would there be any noise limits on planes landing or taking off at San Martin? 

And, if so, how would they be enforced?  
 

Generally, federal regulations and law control the enactment of aviation 
noise restrictions.  Historically the FAA has very rarely allowed airports to 
enact noise restrictions.  There are currently no noise restrictions at RHV 
or San Martin. 

 
1b. It appears that some steps have already been taken to encourage more planes 

to move to San Martin - for example, reducing hangar and tie down fees. Are 
other steps planned or being discussed for squeezing aircraft out of RHV without 
closing the airport - for example eliminating tie down or hangar space and forcing 
planes to go "somewhere else"? 

 
The fees at San Martin were recently adjusted in conjunction with the 
negotiation of a new lease at the commercial Hangar to San Martin Aviation 
and to make them more competitive with other airports in that area.  No 
actions to eliminate tie down space or hangars at RHV have been taken.   
 

 
2. If lead report shows a form of pollution in area surrounding Reid Hillview Airport 

would it not be the same pollution for San Martin area?  If not, why?  What 
studies have been done in the San Martin area.  

 
The County is preparing an airborne lead study for Reid-Hillview and San 
Martin Airports.  A public meeting in May will be scheduled for the 
community to discuss the findings.   
 

3.  Have any studies been done on the sources of lead for residents in the area of 
RHV Airport for example, lead in water pipes and other sources? Lead paint 
being shaved off into dust particles and inhaled each time windows are opened 
and closed.  Water being the transport medium of lead poisoning via aging 



plumbing to the populous surround the RHV (given the fact that most 
homes/buildings built before 1980 have lead solder in pipe joints, or lead pipes)  

 
The airborne lead study by the County’s consultant will control for other 
potential sources of lead. 

 
4. Since lead levels seem to be the major concern, what issues have been raised 

regarding the potential effects of our percolation ponds and protected waters in 
Llagas creek around San Martin Airport? 

 
To our knowledge, no studies of lead in percolation ponds and Llagas 
creek have been performed.  Drinking water is routinely tested for lead by 
the water utility and publicly reported. 

 
 

5. Supervisor Wasserman is not in favor of this closure due to the above concern 
and has stated that lead levels are monitored and below EPA standards at 
RHV?  What reports is he referring to versus Supervisor Chavez’s reports?   

 
Please refer question directly to Supervisor Wasserman. 

 
 
6. This is an article I found regarding to the lead studies:  According to the EPA, 

ambient lead levels around Reid Hillview are 0.09µg/m^3 (micrograms per cubic 
meter).  According to OSHA and EPA documents, permissible lead exposure is 
400µg/m^3 per day.  In a 24-hour period, 0.09µg/m^3 is a cumulative exposure 
level of 2.16µg/m^3/day, less than 1/2 of 1% of the permissible exposure level.  
Is this data accurate? 

 
The Airport staff is not qualified to comment on this data.  When the 
airborne lead study is completed, the County’s consultant will present 
findings about the health effects associated with airborne lead emissions 
and provide context for understanding the significance of the EPA’s 
Ambient Air Quality Standards.   

 
 
6a.  The reason the County CEO can point to the airport as a financial loss is 

because the Board of Supervisors continues to irresponsibly drain the airport 
enterprise fund on expensive studies focused on destroying the airport rather 
than using the moneys to pay the debts and maintain the airports as intended.  
Effectively managed, RHV Airport could be a vibrant and vital economic asset to 
the community.  If Roads and Airports could please address this for there seems 
to be a conflict in the data that is being provided to the public, which in turn is 
creating a hysteria regarding RHV Airport?  

 



The County staff have been working on airport issues for many years and 
strive to communicate information including the financial status of the 
Airport Enterprise Fund.  Efforts have been made to increase revenue 
including recent actions at San Martin.   

 
8.  Pilots are saying their aircraft can take the unleaded fuel; however, it is not 

available at Reid Hillview.  Is that true or false?  If true, why has this unleaded 
gas not been added to RHV.   

 
It is true that certain piston powered aircraft can use unleaded fuel.  The 
County is supportive of aircraft owners using unleaded fuel.  The County 
does not sell fuel. 

 
9.   What changes would have to take place at San Martin Airport to accept diverted 

air traffic?  For example - extension of runway, additional tie down spaces, 
control tower? 

 
San Martin currently has capacity for additional traffic operations without 
physical changes.  San Martin also has vacancies at tiedowns and hangars 
for additional based aircraft.   If the County were to embark on 
redevelopment of San Martin Airport, an updated Master Plan would be 
completed, which includes air traffic projections.  This would also require 
approval of the FAA. 

 
10.   What road improvements will take place in San Martin?  What types of aircraft 

would be accepted?  
 

There are no road improvements planned at this time, but if circumstances 
warrant such improvements in the future, it would be analyzed in a master 
plan.  The aircraft type are governed by existing runway dimensions 
(length, width).  The availability of instrument approach and departure 
procedures also affect the use of an airport.   

 
11.  What will happen to San Martin residents and business that are around the San 

Martin Airport? 
 

There are no plans to make physical changes outside the boundaries of the 
Airport. 

 
12.  There was a proposal presented to the Board of Supervisors with a 

comprehensive plan to upgrade Reid Hillview Airport.  This plan included 
restaurants, new business, and housing on pieces of land not used by Reid 
Hillview Airport.  What happen to that approach?  Was it presented to Board of 
Supervisors and if so, why was this approach rejected? 

 



On December 4, 2018, the Board considered staff recommendations on an 
Airport Business Plan and directed staff to prepare more analysis.  The 
Business Plan included potential private uses including commercial 
development.  The proposed Business Plan did not propose any housing.  
The additional analysis requested by the Board has been ongoing and 
includes development of a Vision Plan for RHV and studies of airborne 
lead.   

 
13.   If the residents in South County in particular San Martin do not want such an 

expansion what steps need to be done?  Since Board of Supervisors have 3 
representatives in the East San Jose area and South County has 1?  

 
Airport expansion is a federal, state and locally regulated process.  All 
Board of Supervisors meetings to consider any such process would be 
public and the Staff would keep the community informed of any proposed 
discussions.   

 
14.   A motion was presented by Supervisor Chavez on 12/3/2018 the day before 

Board of Supervisors 12/4/2018 meeting.  Supervisor Chavez states that it is not 
normal practice to send a motion ahead of time, however she wanted to be 
transparent so individuals and staff could review.  Is one day an appropriate time 
frame?  She also stated was satisfied that San Martin residents had been notified 
of potential closure.  In the documents presented by Roads and Airports it states 
that a "brief presentation" was held.  In this document provided by Roads and 
Airports at the 12/4/2018 meeting it does not state that closure and diversion of 
air traffic would go to the San Martin Airport.  Please explain what the 
Supervisor’s original request was of Roads and Airports?   

 
 It is not Staff’s role to comment on public statements by the Supervisors. 
 
 
15.    Will Roads and Airports have a South Bay Community meeting to fully explain 

the potential closure of RHV Airport and diverting of air traffic to San Martin?  
 
 The Staff is prepared to meet with the community at the appropriate time.  

A community meeting to discuss the future of San Martin Airport would be 
scheduled at a date prior to a future Board of Supervisors meeting when 
this subject may be considered.    

 
16.   It has been stated that nothing can be done with the land till 2031.  Does this 

mean that the County (since not taking FAA dollars) must maintain RHV Airport 
in good working order, make improvements etc.  In other words, not let Airport 
become an eyesore, economic disaster for businesses still operating at RHV and 
unsafe for all.  

 



Yes, the Board of Supervisors directed that the County fund improvements 
at RHV through the General Fund absent the use of FAA Grants. 

 
17.   Are the taxpayers now funding this RHV airport, or will they in future? Is this due 

to the fact they are no longer taking FAA dollars? 
 

Most airports in the United States receive funding from the Federal, State 
and/or Local governments.  These are all taxpayer funds, not including 
user fees and other charges for use of the airport.  The Board of 
Supervisors directed that any necessary safety improvements at RHV be 
funded from the County General Fund to ensure that it is a safe airport.   

 
18.   It was made clear receiving tax revenue is a higher priority (per the Nov 2020 

BOS meeting) in Supervisor Cortese's comments “it's fiscally responsible as the 
land is worth over 1 billion developed". How is this a priority over the safety and 
welfare for all our communities in case of disasters, RHV Airport plays a critical 
role. 

 
A report on use of RHV in emergencies was presented to the Board at a 
November 17, 2020 Board of Supervisors meeting.   
 

19.   Per FAA "closing the airport would impact operations at larger area airports and 
increase noise and other potential environmental impacts to neighboring 
communities". What justifies giving Morgan Hill, San Martin, and Gilroy 
communities San Jose's problem?  Since 1968 RHV Airport operations started at 
217,076 and have always maintained high numbers annually ever since. 

 
Airport closure is a regulated process and takes time to effectuate.  To-
date, the Board has only asked the staff to analyze specific topics to 
provide clear information about the issues to consider when evaluating the 
future of RHV.   

 
20.   As a Hispanic who has faced many struggles, I am concerned what is being told 

to the community by Reid Hillview Airport.  Why is the County not utilizing the 
airport to educate and train the youth in the area to become pilots, to be 
mechanics etc.  I am a pipefitter with Local 393 and I received training, not all go 
to college.  With all the social programs in the area, why are they not advocating 
for advancement in this manner instead of wanting to close airport, to build more 
low-income housing.  This is especially concerning when nothing can be built till 
2031. Why not utilize the airport now and see if there could be more positive 
results with educational programs? 

 
The airport is used to train pilots and mechanics now.  San Jose State has 
an Aviation program at RHV and Gavilan has one at San Martin.  Many of 
the businesses offer flight training. 

 



21.   We were referred to the County web site to read up on the materials submitted 
about the closure and it was interesting that residents expressed need for low-
income housing.  It does not seem that they understand that this cannot be done 
till 2031.  Is Roads and Airports or Board of Supervisors doing anything to correct 
this misunderstanding?  Also, residents and others kept saying better to move to 
Morgan Hill.  Do they not know that it is in San Martin and much like their area—
farm workers etc. 

 
 Federal Airport Improvement Program grant assurances to operate Reid-

Hillview Airport expire in 2031.  This fact has been included in written 
reports and community meetings.   
 
 

 
 
 
 


